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To the Honourable the Lady Coningsby, Wife of 
the Right Honourable Thomas Lord Coningsby. 


MADAM, - 
His Diſequrſe how unpoliſÞ'd ſcever its Dreſs is, preſumes 
to proſtrate it ſelf at your Ladiſhip's feet, begging your 
kind Acceptance and Sanftuary, upon this Recommenda- 
tion, that to this Addreſs, 'twas not the vanity of gracing the 
Title = by prefixing ſo great a Name to it, which moved me, 


but my deep YVeneration of your Worth, and the Sence of ” 
Gratitude for the more than ordinary ſhare your Honourable 
Family have ever vouchſafed me in their Favour, | 

[ am conſcious, that the vaſt Diſproportion the meanneſs of 
this Performance carries'to the tranſcendent Majeſty o its no- 
Ble Theme, can no other way be ſecur d from Blame and cenſure, 
then under the proteftion of ſo great a PatroveſS: a Patroneſs, 
whoſe Grearnef conſiſts not in meer Cutnulation of ſwelling Ti- 
tles, or glittering Outſide, but in perſonal Dignity and real 
Goof : the Deſcription whereof ſhould 1 eſſay . to draw, the 
Draught woald fall 4 far below the Excellence of ſo high, fo 
compleat an Otizinal, as by the very attempt 1 ſhould incur the 
ſame Guilt, I ſtand ſelf-arraigned for, in the ſubſequent Pre- 
ſumption, I mean that of ſullying the illuſtrious Charafters of 
thoſe Divine Accompliſhments, which as Apelles's Pencil, the 
moſt shilful' Artift cannot ſufictently delinente of repreſent $'4hd 
may therefore more prudently be paſſed by in filent Admiration 
and Eſteem. ' 

Let it herein ſuffice, aud that with great truth, to ſay, if a 
Commutation could. have been accepted Ht this Royal Death, 
your Ladyſhip would with the Firſt hav8 expreſſed your Loyal 
Aﬀettion in the Oblation of the Subſtitute, as evidently appears 
? that ample Proportion of Grief which your ſelf voluntarily 

ars on.this mournful Occaſion. And would the World but 

| prove 


CE 
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prove ſo juſt and grateful to our common Benefattrix , as your 
Ladiſhip does, in writing after ſo fair a'Copy;her late Majeſty's 
Memory on that flock might | hour immortal, and (what is the 
general Ambition of Mankind) refleft as fragrant odor on the 
Dead, as on the Living, and thoſe that are yet unborn. 

Such an excellent Perſon indeed had merited an Apotheofis 
among the Ancient or Modern Romans : had ſhe died in their 
Communion, they would have enrolled her Name in the Regiſters 
of their Polytheiſm, preſerved her Sacred Religues for Divine 
Homage and Adoration: Altars had been erefled and Sacrifice 


offer d to Her. But that Work of GR is too much, 


as well as bare Remembrance is too little : there is a ſafe Me- 
dium between theſe Extremes, and that is Thankfulneſs to 
God for, and Imitation of her matchleſs Piety and Yertue ; 
This is all the Honour, and the higheſt Reſpetl, either ſhe is 
capable of receiving, or we of paying to ber Merits ; which Debt 
is ſo religiouſly diſcharged by your Ladiſhip's ingenuous De- 
portment ; to whoſe genuine Candor I humbly ſubmit theſe Pa- 
pers, to over-look thoſe Faults, which are too palpable to bear 
the examination of exaf, impartial Judgment: May my Lord 
and your Ladiſhip, after having been many years, the one an 
Ornament to the Church, the other an uſeful Pillar of the State, 
like ripe Fruit, in the Vintage of old Age,drop into Abraham's 
Boſom ; and may thoſe tender Branches, which Fleaven hath 
bleſſed you with, commence as early and grow up as perfetly in 
Religion, as our moſt Chriſtian Princeſs did, is the conſtant, fin- 
cere Prayer of, 


Madam, 
Your Ladiſhips moſt humble 
and obedient Servant 


FOHN EVANS. 


PROVERBS XXXIL 31. 


Give ber of the fruit of ber hands, and l:t ber own 
works praiſe ber in the gates. 


HO ſome unthinking Heads may be willingly 
apt, and would lain perlwade themſelves to 
forget that the Divine ceconomy is as extenſive 
as the utmoſt limits of the Univerſe : and by 
that means are become poſletled with the 
groundleſs prejudice and fancy, that this World is nothing elſe 
but a meer Lottery ; as if all the affairs thereof were wholly 
in the diſpoſal,and waited on the uncertain contingencies of a 
bliad Chance, or the worſe | cram of a fatal Neceſlity. 

Yet am ſure there are tuch remarkable Occurrances, as 
are far above the capacity of natural Cauſes toproduce ; which 
therefore plainly diſcover and point out the Al-wiſe counſel 
and uncontroulable proceedings of an Almighty Agent , that 
manages and over-rules all events, Which are ſufficient [n- 
dications of his Being, and ſuch demonſtrative Evidences,as 
abundantly convince and lead all conſiderate men to the 
knowledge of the Supreme Governour of Heaven and Earth ; 


without whoſe immediate order, or permiſſion, even a Spar- wat.1o.29 


row can't fall to the ground. And if ſo mean a part of the 
Creation, ſo inconſiderable an ation, (which ſcems moſt for- 
tuitous and trifling) be not below his cognizance and appoint- 
ment, 'tis much more ratienal to ſuppoſe, that the Life of 
Man, and all Human Afﬀairs, are things wherein his Provi- 
dence is more eſpecially concern'd. , For theſe are worthier 
SubjeQts for him to exert and imploy his Divine Powers up- 
= and capable of refleQting the moſt Glory on his Ma- 
jelt y. 

B And 
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And among Human Aﬀairs, what are ſo noble, ſo mo- 
mentany, ſo deſerving his Power and Wiſdom, as thoſe of 
Kings and Commonwealths ; upon the manegery whereof, 
the temporal welfare or adverſity of his People does chiefly 
depend ? 

If we then ſtudy the Divine Providence with the ſame 
application of mind as others do the Terreſtrial Globe, and 
diligently obſerve its various, tho' myſterious Diſpenſations, 
it will ſoon ſatisfie us in this great Truth, That the moſt Figh 
ruleth in the kingdom of men , and giveth it to whomſoever he 
wil, Which is a Prerogative, when he firſt laid the Founda- 
tion of his Government, he reſerved to himſelf: and thoſe 
Laws, which he has fince given to Mankind for their inſtru- 
ion, and the meaſures of their comportment under it,ſeem 
no way to abridge him in the dere” as of this Prerogative, 
By virtue of which, he ſtill removes Kings, and fetteth up 
Kings, as he pleaſes, or as he ſees ſometimes neceſſary , for 
the preſervation of his Church, or for the puniſhment of ei- 
ther King or People. For the proof of both, your own ob- 
ſervation, if you impartially recolle& and refle& on thoſe 
notices you have repoſited in your minds, can eaſily fur- 
niſh you with ſo many inſtances,that 'tis needleſs to recount 
or inſiſt on particulars. 

I will only remind of thoſe things which have happen'd 
in theſe Kingdoms, and in theſe late Years. When the Spi- 
rits of theſe Nations flag'd, and our Hearts fail'd us for fear, 
and for looking after thoſe things which were coming on 
the Earth, Divine Providence was pleas'd to diſperſe that 
Cloud of melancholy Apprehenſions,by removing the Cauſe 
of it ; and amidſt our Danger and Deſpondence, ſurprize us 
with Safety and Deliverance, by the opportune Arrival of 
his preſent Majeſty and late Conſort. Who out of a com- 
paſſionate reſentment and tender regard of the juſt Intereſt 
of Chriſtendom,after much importunity,were prevail'd with 

to 
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to accept the Crown of England ; not as a Prize of Ambiti- 
on or Covetouſneſs; not as a Reward of their Merits only ; 
but as an opportunity of doing Good, of faving a ſinking 
State : that in this Sphere they might move more vigoroutly 
in defence of the Proteſtant Religion, and vindication cf 
the Oppreſſed againſt the growing Greatneſs of Arbitrary 
Power, and the uſurpation of Popery. 

The commencement of whoſe auſpicious Reign, having 

no other deſign to ſerve than that of our Common Good, 
gave ſufficient encouragement to make us flatter our ſelves 
with fair promiſes of many Halcyon days,and moſt flouriſh- 
ing Condition. Which began to bloom about this little 
World, and make all our Froſt-nipt hopes ſprout out in 
joy. 
Fn alas! ſuch a Bleſſing was too great for ſo ſinful a Peo- 
ple to expe the long enjoyment of ; whoſe baſe ingratitude 
and continued impenitence under the influence of ſo much 
Favour, could not but provoke Heaven, in ſome meaſure, to 
ſhift the Scene, and ſpeak to us by the Meſſenger of Morta- 
lity. For it's uſual for God Almighty, by a Deprivation, to 
teach unthankful men the value of thoſe things which they 
would not learn by the enjoyment. 

O Death ! Thou King of Terrour, how terrible and fatal 
is thy ſting! how cruel and inevitable thy ſtroke ! which 
neither Crowns nor Dominions, neither Mitres nor any Ma- 
jeſty whatſoever, can eſcape, or ſecure their Owners from, 
for one moment, But the Rich, as well as the Poor, the 

reateſt Potentates, as well as the meaneſt Peaſants, muſt 
| to Death, and pay their Lives as Tribute to this Con- 
querour, who inſults over the Frailty of Human Nature. 
From whence we fee, that tlie Life of Man is but of little 
value, and all his Honour but contemptible ; becauſe that 
Worm of Corruption lies at rhe root of this Gourd, and de- 
faces the grace and ſplendour of all earthly things. For no 
2 ſooner 
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ſooner Man draws the Breath of Life, be his Birth and. Con. 
dition what it will, than he 1s enrolled in the Regiſter of 
Death ; and from the Womb makes (wift and dire& advan- 
ces to the Grave. So that in reference to his abode on earth, 
I may, with the Royal Prophet, call him a vain Shadow ; and 
his life, with St. James , even a vapour that appeareth for a 
little time,and then vaniſheth away, A Life, full of the ſnares 
of Death ; which, the more it increaſes,the more decreaſes ; 
whilſt it flouriſhes, ir grows infirm; and the farther it goes; 
the nearer its approaches are unto Death; from whoſe Arreſt 
no Claims of Honour, no Diſtin&tions of Quality , no Pra» 
Rice of Piety and Vertue, can grant any Priviledge or Pro- 
tection. For that inexorable Sergeant in the execution of 
his Office, obſerves no ſuch Marks of difference, as can in 
the leaſt ſway with him to reſpe& the Perſons or Conditions 
of Men. 

If either Majeſty, or Goodneſs, or the vigour of youth- 
ful Conſtitution, whetted by gentle Exerciſe, and the ſtrict 
obſervance of the Rules of Temperance and Moderation, 
could have ſtay'd its violent hand, we ſhould now have had 
no occaſion given us to condole the Funeral Obſequies and 
Mournful Solemnity of the Beſt of Women, and of Queens : 
which bids adieu to all preſent entertainments of Joy and 
Pleaſure, and clothes the Nation with Sables and Blacks of 
Sadneſs ; which hangs our Walls, not only with Mourning, 
but deep Sighs and Groans ; and fills theſe three Kingdoms 
with melting Eyes, and ſighing Accents, for our irrepairable 
loſs. 

But oh! what Floods of Tears, what Tyde of Ejulations, 
can ſwell ſo high as to bear a proportion equal to the Me- 
rits of ſo great, ſo good a Perſonage ? Give her of the fruit 
of her hands , and let her own. works praiſe her in the 
gates. 


In 


the Death of the Que tv, 


In this Chapter the Wiſe man,(upon whoſe vaſt knowledge 
and experienc'd judgment we may ately depend for the belt 
determination of the Caſe) after he had enquir'd, who could 
find a vertuous Woman, and ſubjoyn'd the reaſon of his en- 
quiry, becauſe her price u far above Rubies ; gives us a plain, 
but an cxa&t deſcription of ſuch an excellent Perſon , as. a 
Rule and Standard, whereby ſhe might be the more eaſily 
diſcover'd and prov'd. He tells us, ſhe is accompliſh'd with 
all the Perfetions, both Human | and Divine, Natural and 
Acquir'd, that her Sex can be capable of. She is tender and 
loyal to her Husband ; indefatigably diligent and induſtrious 
in Buſineſs ; prudent and diſcreet in the government of her 
Family ; charitable tothe Poor , bountitully diſpenſing» of 
her ſtore, to fupply the indigencies of all wanting People ; 
affable and'courteous to every Perſon; pious and devout to- 
wards God ; in each of theſe reſpeRs, and in every inſtance 
of a vertuous Woman, acquitting ker ſeit with popular ap- 
plauſe, and the higheſt commendation. 

In the cloſe of this Diſcourſe, 1 doubt not, but you wall 
all unanimouſly agree with me, in anſwering So/omon's que- 
ſtion in the affirmative, That we of this Nation had once 
found, but, alas ! are'now depriv'd of ſuch a vertuous Lady, 
in the Perſon of our moſt gracious Queen ; as will evident- 
ly appear, when we have tried her Character by thele Marks. 
in treating of which, I ſhall, with all humble deference and 
veneration that is due to a Soveraign Power, endeavour to 
repreſent to your view ſome of her extraordinary Vertues 
and PerfeCtions. 

Here I ſhall not entertain you, and my ſelf, with a Pas 
negyrick on the lively Features, the beautiful Symmetry or 
well-proportion'd Parts of her Royal Perſon; tho* that 
ſhould not be paſſed by without a particular admiration of 
it ; which grac'd the Engliſh Throne, and adorn'd her Ma- 
jeſtick Preſence with ſo lovely a meen, as could w_ but 
charm 
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charm the Eyes of all Spectators. Since Mortality, with 
griet I ſpeak it, I fay, fince unhappy Mortality has drawn a 
dark Veil over theſe Reliques, [| ſhall only recommend to 
your pious imitation thoſe incomparable, immortal Beauties, 
and Ennoblements of her Mind, the Ornaments of a meck 
and quiet Spirit, which is in the ſight of God of great 


price. 


Neiter ſhall I preſume to trace, or attend this ſingular 
Lady through every Scene and Condition of her Lile, as a 
ſingle Perſon, or married Woman, as Princeſs of Oraxge, or 
Queen of England ; that were a Task enough for a more 
learned Pen near her Majeſty to perform. Tho' in all theſe 
Conditions, it may be truly ſaid, She always managd her- 


ſelf with that honourable Reputation and wile Conduct, that 


ſhe appear'd to have all the Vertue and Goodneſs, but none 
indeed, I think none, of the Vanities and Impertecions of 
her Sex. | 

In diſcourſing therefore of her noble CharaQer, I ſhall a 
little invert the order which the Wiſe man has here obſery'd, 
and digeſt my Matter into this Method. I ſhall conſider, 

Firſt, Her Piety, with ſome uſeful Refle&tions upon it. 

Secondly, Her admirable Condeſcention, 

Thirdly, Her extraordinary Charity. 

Theſe I take to be the chief Characteriſticks of a Ver- 
tuous Woman. 

I ſhall alſo in the laſt place, juſt mention ſome of her o- 

ther Vertues, and then apply the whole to our preſent pur- 


pole. 


Firſt, 1 begin with herPiety ; becauſe this is the neceſſa- 
ry Foundation of all the other Vertues and Graces of a ver- 
tuous Woman ; and 01 that ſcore, has the precedence in the 
nature and order of tizings, For Picty in the moſt compre- 
henſive notion of the word, containing all the Dimenſions 
and 
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and Boundaries of the Divine Scheme, is that pregnant Prin- 
ciple which works the Mind into an univerſal regard of all 
God's commands ; and, like the animal ſpirit, diffuſes it (elf 
thro' the whole Man , producing acts ſuitable to it ſelf, and 
in no way repugnant to thoſe commands. Therefore, as the 
natural motions of a Man are the immediate effects of the 
animal Spirit, fo all his good, moral Actions, procecd from 
this Fountain of Piety,and are the proper Emanations of this 
vital Principle. 

But without this internal ſenſe of Religion, all our rcligi- 
ous Performances can be eſteemed no better than mecr Fo:m 
and Pageantry, the Profeſſion of Hypocrites. 

Now this genuine ſenſation of true Piety was admirable in 
her Majeſty, and above the flights of Rhetorick , which dif- 
cover'd it {elf thro the whole courſe and method of her Life ; 
and that chiefly diſtinguiſhed, and rais'd her above the rank 
and condition of ordinary Mortals. 

Some indeed are blown up to the high Pinacle of Honour, 
by the auſpicious Gale of Fortune, and owe their height 
more to the benevolence of others, than to any merit of 
their own. But then all their towring Height and glitter- 
ing Shew, without true, folid Goodnels to give it life, is but 
a golden, ſenſleſs Eftigies, or an airy Meteor, which only 
dazles the eyes in its tranſit, and then vaniſhes into its firſt 
Matter. 

Whereas Piety is a ſubſtantial Good, which intrinſick 
worth doth infinitely excell all the goods and pomp of 
Greatneſs. The one is Human, Earthly, and Temporal ; 
the other Divine, Heavenly, and of Eternal Duration ; this 
raiſes a Perſon to an higher ſtep of Advancement then Se- 
cular Greatneſs can poſſibly arrive unto. For Religion, be- 
ing truly Divine, both in its original, and in its end, 2s it 
came down from Heaven, ſo tends thither again, and thit!ier 
it exalts its Votaries, In order whereunto it {piritualizes Hu- 
manity 
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manity, and never leaves off refining it from its Terrene Im- 
perſections, till it be in ſome meaſure aſlimulated, and united 
to the Divine Nature, till our Minds are transform'd into the 
very [mage of the Deity, and in the Apoſtle's phraſe, Chri/ 
us formed in us. : 

By this time, - and not before, it is that we have ſomething 
of true value, and ſolid Greatneſs in us. For God Almigh- 
ty being the Fountain and the Meaſure of all PertcCctions, 
the nearer any Perſon approaches him , by the practice of 
Sanftity and Goodneſs, (the only way and means to become 
like God) the worthicr, and the more to be valued he is; and 
the more hereby he participates of God's Nature,by {ſo much 
the more excellent and honourable he muſt needs be ; and 
conſtquently the greater praiſe 'and eſteem ſhould attend 
him, 1n reſpe& of that Divine reſemblance he bears. 

If ſo, how admirably good, and great, and honorary will 
this moſt Religious Princeſs appear, it we meaſure her Cha- 
racer by that Rule, and from thence make an eſtimate of her 
Worth ? in whom the Divine Idea did fo eminently mani- 
feſt it (elf, in all the Inſtances of holy Living, that her whole 
Lite was a Patternnot unworthy of our imitation. 

As Piety, in its limited ſence,fignifies Devotion ; how con- 
ſtant, how regular, and how ſeraphick was ſhe in this? like 


Luk. 2.37. plous Anna, ſerving God night and day in the Temple ; (© 


ſtrictly obſerving the ſtated times of Publick Prayers, that 
neither the neceſſary refreſhments of Nature, nor all the 
hurry and ſucceſſion of State-affairs , which perpetually 
crouded in for her adjuſtment and diſpatch, could ſcarce e- 
ver extort from her any intermiſſion of them. From hence 
we may with good reafon conclude , That our Lord's dire- 


Matt, 6. 6. tion for praying, in our retirements to the Father, who ſe- 


eth in ſecret, could be no leſs practis'd in her private Devo- 
tion. 

At the Celebration of every part of Divine Worſhip, how 
fixt 
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fixt and intent her mind ? how fervent and enflam'd her At- 
fetions, which were ſo warm and devotional, as could not 
but enkindle the cold indiflerence of all wandring adjacent 
Minds 2 How conſtant and uniform was her whole PraQtice 
in the ſeveral Duties of the Chriſtian Inſtitution ? and that 
without the leaſt tinture of vanity or oſtentation. 

And all theſe pious Performances were the reſult, not of 
conſtraint, like that of a melancholy Recluſe, but of free 
and generous Reſolution, of an unaffeted, well grounded 
Zeal ; ſo neither were they cloiſter'd or confin'd within the 
narrow limits of her Cloſet, but moſtly ated on the Stage of 
the World; and by a general, and no leſs true report, pro- 
claim'd on the Houſe-top ; the ſound whereof has long {ince 
pierced thro”, and ecchoed in every corner of the Land, e- 
ven from Dan to Beerſheba. Whereby this ſhining Model of 
Chriſtian Vertues muſt needs prove the moſt perſwaſive Ora- 
tory, the moſt effetual means to recommend to,and engage 
all her SubjeQts in the PraCtice of Religion. For Example is 
of much more force and efficacy than Precept, or the beſt 
Diſcourſes : It hath a ſecret power and influence upon thoſe 
whom we govern or converſe with, to mould and form them 
into the ſame manners and diſpoſition. And by conſequence, 
nothing in the World can contribute ſo much to promote 
the Honour of God, and the Propagation of the Goſpel,as the 
Exemplary Lives of thoſe who make profeflion of it. Hence 


it is we are enjoyn'd to /et our light ſo ſhine before men , that Mars. g.16. 


they may ſee our good works,and be induc'd thereby to g/orifie 
our heavenly Father. 

For this great End, her Majeſty was one of the fitteſt, beſt 
accompliſh'd [nſtruments that ever weilded the Engliſh Scep- 
tre. To attempt the Reformation of our Manners, and eſta- 
bliſh Holineſs and Vertue in the Hearts and Lives of theſe 
Kingdoms, - ſuitable to the Principles of our Reform'd Religi- 


on; and tocarry on ſo great a work with ſucceſs , none was 
lo 


IO 
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ſo proper, fo well qualified in every reſpect. To which end, 
among, other qualifications, thele three are eſſentially necefla- 


x. The firſt Requiſite is good Example. Whoever goes 
about to reform others, multi firſt ſee and take care that his 
owa Life be free from thoſe Fauks which he would amend 
in them. For if his Life be tainted with the ſame Errors, or 
ſhew thet he has no ſerious regard to Religion, for what rea- 
fon ſhould other men think that he is in carneſt ? or if he be, 
they, who attend more to what a man doth , than what he 
faith, wall - y__ ern ag other ym we wg bis Ars 
SaTrents, y never (0 pr but this, That they are 
only the empty flouriſhes of a well-worded Eloquence or the 
effefts of the Man's natural Paſon. 

But for that Ogjedtion here was no room ; the moſt inve- 
rxerate Adverfazies could never yet charge this Royal Refor- 
matrix with any of thoſe Vices which ſhe has been labouriog 
to redtifie in the Nation: nay, they could not but be ſatisfied 
ia the ſincerity of her good Intention, when they ſaw her 
Life to be nothing cle but the Tranſcript of our Saviour's 
—_— this prevented their prejadice , this ſtopp'd the 
neaths of Gaenfeayers. Hence it plamly appears, that no Im» 

| in her Practice could obſtruct the accompliſh 
of this intended Reformation. Had we correfted and fram'd 
our O_ hers, we might have been the moſt religious 
and happieſt People im the World, that ever liv'd fince the 
planting,of the Goſpel in this lfland, which has not theſe ma- 
ny hundred. years (if ever) ſeen ſuch a bright Example of 
ET ESIg cyan the Throne. Which put 
Religwa into the poſlibulity of attracting others, when they 
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perceiv'd it fo illuſtriouſly viſble in fach a Noble Perſon ; 
whoſe Example had the higheſt Authority and Majeſty on 
its ſide. That's another qualification neceſſary to render any 
Example more prevalent. 

2. To reform Mankind, or to produce any remarkable 
change in their Manners, the utmoſt endeavours of private 
Men, nay the moſt vigorous attermpts of ſubordinate Offi 
cers, are too weak and ineffeRtive ; their Aions being as 
inconſiderable, as their Perſons are regardleſs, can have no 
power on their Superiours, it being againſt the grain and 
the eſtabliſh'd courle of Nature, whereby the higher Bodies 
are ſuppos'd to influence thoſe below ; the inferiour Orbs are 
whirP'd round by the motion of the Primwm mobile, and not 
vice verſi, there is no re-aCtion in this caſe. 

And therefore all Attempts and Endeavours for Reforma- 
tion are but like beating the Air, vain and fruitleſs, ſo long 
as wickedneſs reigns in High places, is countenanced by the 
Pattern of the Higher Powers : as it was ſome years ſince; 
when Idolatry was bearing down before it all bounds of true 
Piety and Vertue, and ready to eſtabliſh its Empire by a 
Statute-Law ; for the accompliſhing which, there was no- 
thing wanting but the Concurrence and Votes of the two 
honourable Houſes at Weſtminſter. 

But that Point being now weather'd and paſt , Religion 
has once again lifted up its Head above the Waters. And 
Piety, that rare, but neceflary qualification of Princes, be- 
ing return'd to Court, has, from thence, fookt down Vice 
with a Majeſtick Countenance ; and by the advantage of 
the Supreme Authority on its fide, was (and [ hope ftill is) 
in a very fair way of recovering its priftin Reputation and 
Eſteem, together with its former Ground, For when Re- 
ligion comes commilſſion'd and arm'd with the mighty 
Power of the Prince's Example, who is fo diſloyal, or ſtro 
enough to reſiſt its force ? DIP is herein impos' 
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on every Subje&t , but what is frankly pertorm'd by the 
Magiſtrate himſelf ; what ſhould hinder but that Vertue 
muſt become faſhionable , and that natural Ambition 
which moſt Men have of being in the faſhion, and like their 
Governours, make them Religious too? 

'Tis a general Obſervation that Wealth and Honour have 
theſe two _ Appendages, as they render any 
Perſon more conſiderable , and his ations no leſs noted ; 1o 
they create in others an honeſl Emulation, an aptneſs to 
embrace his Dicates , and tranſcribe his Copies. If thoſe 
therefore, whoſe Superiority above others, have vaſt Au- 
thority over them, whoſe Sphere is large, and Influence 
great, who have many Dependents or SubjeAts who court 
their Favour, and whoſe intereſt it is to obſerve and pleaſe 
them ; if thoſe, I ſay, would faithfully diſcharge that great 
Obligation which lies upon them , of giving . good Exam- 
ple, what plentiful Harveſt of Souls might Heaven reap by 
them 2 For the Multitude, like the leſſer Lines in the Cir- 
cle, generally tend to the fame Center, either of Vertue or 
Vice, by a kind of a natural Inftin&t at, more upon the 
Principle of Imitation, than upon thoſe of Reaſon and Re- 
ligion. Upon this it was that 7/ſocrates grounds his Advice 


4 to Nicocles ; the Advice indeed was worthy of ſo great an 


Orator to give, and not below the Dignity of the Magiſtrate 
to obſerve in the Adminiſtration of the Government , 
*AN2 TWw owauls ewpgerouuiv agg? al ua, moi am K, xgbicy, 
YIv®0Xwv 071 70 Th mew Ons ESO. rome: Tols agyon ; 
z.e. But ſet your ſelf a Patternof Temperance and Modera- 
tion, or Religion and Vertue to others , as knowing that's the 
uſual Mode of the People to conform to , and write after the 
Copy ſet them by their Magiſtrates. | 

3-- Another Requiſite in a Perſon that would Reform ©- 
thers, is Zeal. Zeal is the very Soul and Life of Chriſtia- 


nity ; an AﬀeRion, of all others, the moſt aRive and vigi- 
E lant, 
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lant, and which is wont to inſpire Men with the moſt paſ: 
ſionate care and concernment tor Religion, without which 
all our pretences to it are but formal and ſuperficial, 

And this Zeal ſeems to have had a deep Foundation in 
the Natural Forwardnelſs of their Majeſties Tempers; which, 
as we have ſufficiently experienc'd , put them upon the 
moſt dangerous Undertakings, for the Reſcue and neceſſary 
Defence of the beſt Religion and Conſtitution in the World. 

When an over-ſpreading Degeneracy had ſeized the Vitals 
of this Nation ; when the whole Body was well nigh ſick, 
and over-run by ſtrange Looſneſs of Manners, and Pro- 
faneneſs of Spirit, and had, for many years, labour'd and 
groan'd under the inevitable preſſures of theſe Epidemical 
Diſtempers; to undertake the difficult Cure thereof , no 
competent Phyſician was to be found, no, not in our //ael ; 
till Divine Providence, in compaſſionate regard of our lan- 
guiſhing Condition, was pleas'd to enflame and ſtir up the 
Zeal of their Majeſties to ſtep in to our Help and Aſſiſtance. 
Since their Arrival, and being happily ſet over us, towards 
the purging and removing away theſe Maladies, how dili- 
gent, how aCtive, and how zealous have they been, not on- 
ly by their own excellent Examples, but alſo by injoyning 
all their ſubordinate Magiſtrates to put the Laws in executi- 
on againſt the Contagious Evils of the Age; and fo with 
all their might, and by all prudent ways and means, endea- 
vouring to recover - Men out of. the Swares of the Devil , 
whereby too many were taken captive; and to vindicate 
and ſecure the Honour and the Worſhip of the moſt High 
God, againſt the daring Inſolence of bold Impiety and A- 
theiſm 2 How dutifully ſome of the Magiſtracy obey'd their 
Injun&tion,. or how far this'Reformation has been advanced, 
is a Reflection beſide my preſent Intention, 


Hows 
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However, had the Queen livd to give the finiſhing 
ſroke to her pious Deſign and Reſolution, in joynt Con- 
currence with our gracious King, ( on whom alone, next 
under Heaven, our Hope is now devolved and united, for 
the vigorous Proſecution of fo glorious a Caule ) we might 
have ſcen the perſecuted Woman in the dpolypſe,vitoriouſly 

mnphing over the old Dragon. But that ViQtory is yer 
incompleated, although this Royal Conquereſs has already 
fonght her good Fight, kept the Faith, and obtarn'd the Crown 
of Righteouſneſs, 1 proceed, 


Secondly, To conſider her wonderful Condeſcention and 
moſt obbging Carriage. What we call Humility in others, 
may be ( I think ) not improperly ſtyled Condeſcention 
io Princes : which is anocher Mark of a vertnous Woman , 
and of a good Chriſtian, and it was a fpecial Ingredient of 
her Maſteſty's CharaQer. 

However to vulgar and carnal Eyes this may appear bur 
abject, mean, and a deſpi nality, yet really the Soul of 
Man is not capable of an hi and more noble Endow- 
_ le is filly Pp of one's _ ImperieQions , 

foreign ndance,' I mean upon begers Pride, 
that rung Elevation of Mind, which transforms the 
Saint into'a Fiend, and which hurl'd down the prime An- 
from the Throne-of Glory to the Abyſs of infernal Mi- 

. For God: hath ever refi/ted the proxd, But Homility 
reſults from a better Judgment, and more intimate Acquain- 
RO es keeps Men from doting 

admiring es upon ſome petty Attain- 

\ Temper imports a peculiar 

Eminence, beyond all and moral PerfeRtions, as be- 


ing the peculiar Grace of the Goſpel ; and alſo the Root and 
Preſerver of all other Graces and Vertues, 


Humility 


—OC 
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Humility is the peculiar Grace of the Goſpel. Before 
the Chriſtian Inſtitution, the World were much ſtrangers to 
it. Among the ancient Heathens, their Maſters of Mora- 
lity, in their Philoſophical Diſcourſes of Fortitude, Tem- 
perance, Wiſdom, Juſtice, and other Vertwes, take no no- 
tice of that of Hamility, And they were fo far from pra- 
Riſing it themſelves, that we find as deep ſilence in 
their Lives as in their [nſtitutions ; nay in their Works they 
affected Popular Efteern, and the Erernizing of their Names. 
And tho' fome of the moſt rigid Sets of them, pretended 


by an auſtere Courſe of Life , to contemn the Workd , and + 


mortific their Paſſion ; yet even in this they were extreme- 
ly proud; whilſt other Men were deſpis'd by them,chemſetves 
defired to be obſerv'd and efteentd. 
 . Sothar LowlinefSof Mind is the appropriate Law of our 
Blefſed Saviour., from whoſe Life and Doctrine we karn 
it. 'Twas with this he began his Divine Sermon on the 
Mount, ſaying, Blefſad are the poor in ſpirit, i. e. the 
humble. Aad he continues and ends it with this. 
we may underftand, both the great excellence of this Vertue, 
and the great need we have of i; ſmce the Son of God came 
down from Heaven to teach us the praQtice of , and make 
himfe## our Patrerathercin. | 
As this was the firſt Corner-ſtone in the Fonndation of 
our Lord's Bailding; fo tis ftill the Foundation and Preſer- 
ver of all Chriſtian Saperſtru@ures. As the Flower imbibes 
its nutriment, and receives its fupport fromthe Root, which 
being eradicated , the Flower inſtantly fades and withers ; 


ſo every Vertue whatſoever, if it do not grow and continue | 


in this Root or Ground of Humility , degenerates into ' ity 
contrary. All vertuous Adtions therefore maſt be commer» 
ced, accompanied, and conſummated by Humifity . If vain 
Complacence and Sel6-pleafing thrnſt in , that mars and 
ſpoils the grace and beauty of the beſt Performances. So 

neceſlary 
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neceſſary then is this humbleneſs of Spirit for the acquiring 
and conſerving all other Vertues, that even Faith, that firlt 
Principle of Chriſtianity, ſuppoſeth a ſubmiſs and humble 
Underſtanding, a Diſpoſition requiſite for its Reception and 
final Improvement. 

Whereas Pride is a dangerous Rock, upon which the Faith 
of many : has been ſplit ; who have afterwards grown ſo 
ſiiff-and tenacious of their Errors , that even Miracles were 
not demonſtration ſufficient to reſtore or convince. them. 

But this Wind, this Vanity which puffeth up, was (o far 
from taking root , or finding any entertainment in her 
Highoeſs's Breaſt, that notwithſtanding all the Temptations 
which ſurrounded her Royal Perſon, and might have carried 
up her Mind to the higheſt Pyramid of Pride, (had not her 
Temper: been very corre@ and ſtay'd ) ſhe was humble, in 
a manner, to the loweſt ſtep of Abaſure ; and yet without 
- any debaſement of Majeſty, or making her ſelf cheap. 

There are two «things apt to ſwell Men's minds , and 
tempt them to form. a fond Opinion: of their own Worth , 
( which oft creates an unjuſt Contempt of others) name- 
ly ſome internal Endowments, or ſome external Poſleſſi- 
Ons. 

As to the firſt, Nature, Birth, and Education conſpired 
to. greaten this Noble: Soul with the moſt exquiſite Orna- 
ments of an accompliſh'd Lady. From hence ſhe derived 
a quick and piercing Apprehenſion, prompt and retentive 
Memory, ſprightly and aQive-Fancy, clear and folid Judg- 
ment over-ruling them all. - Theſe being all ſo much im- 
prov'd by' frequent Meditation and Experience , thatno ſta- 
tion inferiour to. that wherein ſhe was plac'd, no dignity 
ſubordinate to what ſhe ſuſtain'd, were worthy enough of 
ſo much intelleQual Nobility, and Goodnels ; which in very 
few years are grown ripe for a Crown of immarceflible Glo- 
ry. 

As 
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As for External Advantages or Poſſeſſions, Fortune, or 
rather Providence could not, on this fide Heaven, have ſet 
her upon an higher Pinacle of Honour and Greatneſs: For 


Princes are in Scripture ſtyled Gods, They are the Almigh- Pal.81.6. 


ty's Vicegerents on Earth. 

Now amidſt all theſe high Accompliſhments and Altitudes 
of Honour, ſhe ſtill kept her ſelf within the Region of Hu- 
mility, like the Sun in this lower Firmament, emitting her 
beniga Influences on all her People, and treating them with 
all expreſſions of Humanity and Condeſcention : which were 
no ordinary Vertue , no ordinary degree of Abaſement : 
For, tho' Men, who are endow'd with Parts and Excellen- 
cies above others, ſhould, not unlike the full Ears of Corn, 
bend the lower ; and thoſe, whom God has rais'd in For- 
tune, paramount as Stars, ſhould, in ſome ſence, ſeem the 
. leſſer Ge their Height. But that looks like Paradox to the 
greateſt part of Mankind. Human Nature being ſo prone 
to ſwell upon a conceit of its own Perfetions, that few 
Heads are ſtrong enough to endure Heights, and walk up- 
on Spires and Pinacles , without growing vertiginous; ſo 
indeed Wealth and Honour may be, not unjuſtly, termed ; 
which, like the loftieſt Piles, are always aſſaulted by the 
higheſt winds. And the ſublimer any Perſon is advanc'd 
in Honour and Greatneſs , the more temptations and  ha- 
zards attend him , and by ſo much ſharper will be the 
Combat of Vanity and'Selt-eſteem. But then the greater 
the difficulty and danger are, the more honourable the Vi- 
. Qory wherever it is atchiev'd. According to which Rule, 
how ineffably excellent was the condeſcending Vertue of 
our Great Deceaſed 2 which exerted it ſelf: to all Men's 
admiration, in her moſt obliging Carriage and indefatigable 
Diligence. 


D Firſt, 
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Firſt, In the Obligingneſs and Afﬀability of her Carriage, 
expreſſed to all Mankind, Who, upon any Emergency , 
was ever debar'd the favour of her Preſence , or denied 
acceſs to her ſacred Perſon ; or ſent away without a ſmooth, 
eaſie, and fſatisfaftory Anſwer to his Requeſt > Her Majeſty 
did not diſdain to vouchſafe a candid Audience to the hum:- 
ble Petitions of all Addreſſers, and to the utmoſt of her 
power, 2 ready Redreſs to thole aggrieved; contrary to the 
humour of thoſe days, when the Higher Power were to be, 
not petitioned, but obeyed without reſerve ; when nothing, 
but tulſom Compliments were received, without a Frown, 

But the Temper of this gracious Soul was more ſerene 
and free from ſullen State and Imperiquſneſs, the ordinary 
Infirmity 'of Princes. Her whole Deportment was fo eaſie 
and pleaſing, that it gave a lovely Patrern of cheartul Air, 


admirable Sweetneſs and Familiarity, which at once gaincd - 


AﬀeRions and preſerved Reſpet in all about her. Thus 
Humility and Greatneſs were ſafe in its own worth ; not 
maintaining it ſelf by a moroſe diſtance, but comporting 
with the moſt condeſcending Majeſty. 

Some Men's Veins ſwell with their Fortune ; and their 
Pulſe keeping time with that, beat ſo high and quick, as if 
they fancied Greatneſs conſiſted in looking ſtern and big, 
or that ſupercilious Gravity and diſdainiul Look, could 
extort a Reverence from all Mankind. Which is ſo far 
from being a Mark of true Nobility, that, if I be not 
miſtaken, 'it is no more than meer Pageantry and Vapour. 
And alſo, in its Aims and Hopes , it generally meets with 
diſappaintment. Far Pride defeateth its own deſign, and 
deprives a Man of that Honour it makes him pretend to, 
whilſt true, pon Humility begets both a Veneration and 
Love among{t all wiſe and diſcerning people. "Twas this, 
in particular, that render d her Majeſty fo amiable, and ſuch 
3 mighty Soveraign, in the hearts and affeRions of all men, 
as 
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as far as known. If any thought ogherwiſe of her, 'twas 
their ignorance of her Wotth, or bigotted Prejudice, that 
blinded their Reaſon, and bials'd their Judgment, and made 
them think (ſo. 

Another Inſtance of her extraordinary Condeſcention was 
her indefatigable diligence and induſtriouſneſs, beyond the 
Cuſtom of any of her quality, and the Example of former 
Ages. 

ho! Nature and Religion have provided and carve'd out 
for every Perſon his proper Calling, wherein he may exer- 
cile himſelf, and imploy his Talents, that his time may 
not lye upon his hands, nor his other Appendages 
prove Snares unto him. Yet thoſe, whom Providence has 
prefer'd to a condition of moſt eaſe and vacancy , are 
{ſtrongly tempted to pervert that condition into a Life of 
Senſuality and Idlenels. Hence it was, that our Prince's 
Court, and many of the Nobility counted themſelves, ma- 
numitted from buſineſs and induſtry , as things beneath the 
Dignity of their Stations, ſo that working was out of faſhion, 
that Vertue had almoſt taken its final leave of them, till ir 
was introduced and encouraged by our Queen ; whoſe no- 
ble Pattern, as well as Preſcription. had now, not only crea- 
ted an Imitation in moſt, but made the Apoſtle's Canon, 


in a manner, the ſtanding Law of her Court, That if axy 2 Colobs. 
would not work, neither ſhould he eat. This diſciplined the _—_ 


Court it ſelf into a Royal FaQtory ; from which, if any 
could claim exemption, ſurely they , that. fit at the Helm 
might ; who, humanly ſpeaking, might be ſuppoſed to be 
ſent into the World, as the Leviathan into the Deep, to take 
their Paſtime therein. And conſequently to preſcribe Prin- 
ces and Perſons of Quality any Manual Tasks, might well 
be deem'd, not only ablurd, and adjudged ridiculous, but 
malicious , a levelling Proje&t of robbing them of their 
Birtl-right , of degrading them from - thoſe Priviledges 
D 2 which 
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which belongs to their States and Conditions, and of mold- 
ing them again into that Vulgar Maſs, from which Divine 
Providence, and Humian Laws, have diſtinguiſh'd them. 
- But this DiſtiaRtion, and this Confideration were ſuper- 
ſeded by a Diviner Principle in. this excellent Chriſtian, 
who thought Working no indecent Vertue in the higheſt 
Potentate, but a Duty indiſcriminately entail'd upon every 
Perſon ; By the Obligation whereof, there being none privi- 
ledged with immunity from improving, in induſtrious nego- 
tiation, thoſe Talents, of which God has made them, not 
Proprictors, but Stewards. How officiouſly therefore did 
this mighty Princeſs condeſcend to ſet her own: Hands to 
work, as well as thoſe of her whole Court : not unlike the 
Heavenly Courtiers, among whom there is not one Preſident 
of Pride and Sloathfulneſs , but all inceſſantly buſie them- 
ſelves, not only in ſinging Praiſes to their Lord, but in the 
more ſervile and laborious Offices of being Miniſtring Spi- 
rits to Men, to whom, in reſpe& of Nature and Innocence, 
they are infinitely ſuperiour ; and this they do with per- 
te alacrity and complacence, thinking it their greateR Ho- 
nqur and Digaity to. be thus imployd. In imitation of 
which Angelick Pattern, how conſtantly and indefatigably 
buſied were our Feminine Court, not only in the great Con- 
cern of the SanQuary, but alſo in Afﬀairs ( as one might 
think) inferiour tothe Greatneſs of their Quality ; and that 
not for any Secular Profit and Advantage accruing to them- 
ſelves, but hereby to cut off and obviate all opportunity 
and incitement to Vice and Folly, of which Eaſe and l[dle- 
neſs are the greateſt Incendiaries ; and alſo by their Ex- 
_ to excite the Nation to the like Vertue of Indu- 
ry. 
Here we muſt obſerve, That their Imployments were 
not vicious or impertinent , but always worthy, uſeful, 
and ingetuous. Now was not all this, like the Angels, to 
do 
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do good, purely for the good and benefit of others; others, 
who were far ſubordinate 1n Rank and Circumſtance ? 

[n this particular, how agreeable is the Charater of So- 
lomon's Woman to my preſent Theme 2 How did her Pra- 


Qice ſuit to that ? She ſeeketh wool and flax, and worketh \***3' 


willingly with her hands. She riſeth alſo while it @ yet 
night, and giveth meat to ber houſhold, and a portion to 
her maidens. She girdeth her loins with ſtrength, and 
ftrengtheneth her arms. She layeth her hands to the ſpindle, 
and ber hands hold the diſtaff. She # mot afraid of the 
ſnow for her houſhold , for all her bouſhold are cloathed 
with double garments. She maketh herſelf tapeſtry, her 
cloathing is filk and purple. Theſe are the Acts of the 
Vertuous Woman in my Text; and alſo of our deceaſed 
Queen. How exatly do they agree ? how well do they 
hang together ? only the latter has out-done the former in 
her Religious Care and Zeal for the Houſe of God , which 
ſhe has adorn'd with goodly Gifts and rich Ornaments of her 
own ManufaQure. 

Thus her Majeſty was pleasd to ſtoop to ſome of the 
meaneſt Offices of Life. To whom nothing could be more 
odious, than to ſee hands folded up in the boſom' of Sloth 
and Emptineſs, Hence it was that ſhe would admit no Per- 
{on to be idle or unimploy'd in her Royal Preſence. No- 
thing is ſo irkſome, ſo tedious to a diligent and induſtrious 
Soul, than vacation from Buſineſs; and nothing more de> 
ſirable, and more grateful to its Temper, than innocent Ex- 
ercile and Imployment. 


Thirdly, Another Mark of a Vertuous Woman is Cha- 
rity. Charity , in its largeſt acceptatioa , comprizes the 
Whole of Religion. *Tis the Sum and Abridgment of our 
Saviour's Doarine, and the Whole Duty of Man written 
in a ſmaller Charater. For all that ever God requires of 


ns. 
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us, amounts to no more but this, That we heartily and 
efteually Love him, and one another. Therefore Love, 
ſays the Apoſtle, 7s the fulfilling of the Law. And I may 
add, *Tis the Soul of the Univerſe, and that which brought 
down God ( who is Love) to Man, as well as that by 
which Man muſt aſcend to God again. 

But in that extent Charity is forreign, and beyond the 
limits of our preſent purpoſe. Only that Branch of it , 
which we call Mercy and Compaſiion, falls under our con- 
ſideration. In this ſenſe the Wiſe man reckons it among 
the Properties of his Vertuous Woman. After he had de- 
ſcribed her Induſtry and Diligence for acquiring of Wealth, 
he ſets this Vertue in the front of her Disburſement, ( as 
the principal uſe ſhe makes of her Acqueſt ) She fretcherh 
oe her hand to the poor, and reacheth her hands to the 
needy. 

So eſſentially neceſſary indeed is this Vertue to any Per- 
ſon's being truly Vertuous and Religious , that I need not 
caſt about for Arguments to prove it, or to urge the Pra- 
Qtice of it. For Kindneſs and Compaſſion is one of the 
prime and effential [nclinations of Mankind. By the im- 
pulſe of Natural Inſtin& we are prompted to it. And to 
put off the Bowels of Mercy, what is it, but in effe& to 
be deveſted of Humanity , to un-man and brutalize one's 
ſelf 2 Be ſure we do hereby diſrobe our ſelves of Chriſtia- 
nity, whereof doing good, and Acts of Mercy are the main 
and moſt ſubſtantial Part ; the moſt acceptable Sacrifice we 
can offer, the moſt pleaſing I had almoſt ſaid meritorious 
Service we can perform to Almighty God : For 'tis that 
which derives to us all the Divine Gifts we are capable of re- 
ceiving. 

Now this Charity conſiſts in giving , and in forgiving. 
For both which our gracious Sovereign of bleſled Memory, 
was highly Eminent and Exemplary. es 

irſt, 
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Firſt, In Giving. - You have already heard what extra» 
ordinary meaſure of Piety the was endued with , to which 
her Charity muſt needs bare an equal proportion. 
For in whoſe heart ſoever that Principle is permitted to 
make a deep impreſſion,as Heat in the Ceatre, it never fails 
to diffuſe it ſelf into the Cireumference; ſo infallibly will 
this Divine Spark extend and manifeſt it ſelf in the more 
viſible effets. All the products and emanations of that 
Soul, which is thus inſpired and enflamed, will reſemble 
their Parent. An iaſtance of this we have in this pious 
Princeſs, who, as ſhe negleted no Duty of Piety towards 
God, ſo likewiſe made her Love to Him ſhine forth moſt 
reſplendently in Offices of Kindneſs and Beneficence to his 
Creatures. She had it not to learn, That ſhe could not 
pleaſe, or glorifie her Heavenly Father better, than by bear- 
ing much Fruit, or which is all one, doing much Good in 
the World. 

This was the only Motive which , in that Critical Jun» 
ture, ſway'd her, to the acceptance of the Engliſh Crown. 
And whil(t ſhe wore it, ſhe had no other Aﬀe@ion to gra- 
rifie, no Intereſt to ſerve by it, but the Good of this Church 
and State, and her own moſt vehement Zeal for the doing 
of it. 

For my part, I know no Inſtance of Charity compara- 
rable to that of reſcuing whole Nations from the Snare 
laid for them, from the brink of Deſpair and Ruin ; and 
to ſuecour thole who are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs 
fake. Herein, who hath ever expreſſed greater Readineſs, 
Warmth, 'and Adtivity , than King Wiliam and Queen- 
Mary. 

To hazard one's Life to preſerve another Man's is no 
common AQ of Charity. But for Princes to venture their 
Lives for the good of any People, is yet a greater: ey 
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this renders the Kindneſs more precious and valuable, accord- 
ing to the Worth and Dignity of the Undertakers. For 
ſuch to expoſe themſelves, and all that is dear to them in 
this World, to ſave Kingdoms, is to imitate the unparallel 
Love of our Bleſſed Saviour , who ſpent a whole Liſe of 
Three and thirty years, in doing good to all the King- 
doms and Nations of the Earth , and to every Member 
thereof; and then to conſummate their Happineſs , laid 
down that Life , and ſpilt his Divine Soul, for the pur- 
chaſe of it. Tho' All that be ſuch a myſterious Inſtance 
of Divine Love, as no exprefliion of Human Aﬀection 
can poſlibly, by many degrees, come up near to : yet how 
like to that, tho' it falls infinitely ſhort of it, is this, when 
Perſons of the higheſt State, (who being ſeated on ſuch a 
Rock, as the waves of Fortune could not probably ſhake.) 
reach down their helping hands to relieve a Pcople toſt-in 
a tempeſtuous Sea of Dangers; when they , , who might 
have ſet in a Calm, ſquandring their time in eaſe and "Joxu- 
ry, free from corrodiog Cares, aſſume - the Rolling of the 
reſtleſs Stone of State-Imployment, and toil at it with fin- 
gular Addreſs and Integrity ; and undergo the tedious Fa» 
tigues of Camps , the thouſand hazards and difficulties of 
Battels, beſides the dangerous paſlings of a boyſterous Sea, 
and the dangers of ſecret Conſpiracies ; and all with un- 
daunted Courage and unwearied Patience, for the Defence 
of Religion, and the Liberty of Chriſtendom, even while 
Death every moment ſtares them in the face ; herein, I ſay, - 
they bear the neareſt reſemblance that can be to our Great 
Redeemer. 

This alone (if there were no other Inſtances of Chari- 
ty) might ſufficiently ſerve to compenſate the omiſſion of 
all other, But in them, this generous Princeſs, was not 
wanting neither. The natural greatneſs and Generofity of 
her Mind, being much enlarged by the additional Improve» 
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ment of a pious Inſtitution; were every whit equal, I ſhould 
have ſaid ſuperiour , to the Eminence and Plenty of that 
Condition wherein Providence had placed her. And con- 
ſequently, as her extraordinary Ability, the eaſie acceſs to 
her Perſon, and the wonderful Afﬀability. of her Temper , 
"were no little Motives and Encouragements to all ſorts of 
Perſons to repair to her Majeſty for favour and relief, (that 
ſhe could never be to ſeek Objes and preſſing Occaſions 
to dilate her bountiful Heart, and diſperſe her benign Influ» 
ences) ſo ſhe would, not only courteouſly entertain , but, 
to the utmoſt ſtretch of her Capacity , grant them what 
they had requeſted ; and that, in ſuch a manner , as migh- 
tily enhanc'd the value of every Kindneſs ſhe beſtow'd, the 
Frankneſs of her doing it doubled the benefit and obligation. 
Men fpoil a good Turn, when it is extorted from them, 
It loſeth its Grace and Acceptableneſs, when it is done 
grudgingly, and as of neceſlity, 

But ſo full of Goodneſs was this Royal Heart, that like 
the extended full Breaſts of a nurſing Mother, it could not 
be at eaſe without continual venting it (elf, till it ſometimes 
causd in her one of the deepeſt Reſentments, to find her 
Treaſury exhauſted, before the ſtreams of her Bounty had 
filled every Chanel, ſatisfied every Supplicant. , 

That ſhe has not left as fair and laſting Monuments of 
her Charity, as any of her Royal Predeceſlors, muſt be un- 
puted to the brevity of her Life, and the expenſive circum- 
ſtances of our preſent Afﬀairs. For doubtleſs ſuch a gene- 
rous- Soul could not want for mighty Projedts of erecting 
them, and of doing much more good. 


Secondly, As to the other Office of Charity , which con- 
ſiſts in Forgiving, and is peculiarly ſtyled Clemency, her 
native Tenderneſs pre-diſpos'd her Temper to that ; ſo that 
had ſhe only ſwum with the ſtream of Natural Aﬀecions, 
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her Compaſſion had been worthy enough .of our Remark 
and Admiration, For the Nature of that Sex, conſiſting of 
ſofter Mold, is generally more pliant and yielding to the 
impreſſion of Puy ; and by the ſtrength of Imagination re- 
doubles the horrour of any fad Object. But as Grace out- 
goes Nature, ſo her compaſlionate Temper , and Readineſs 
to Forgive, was heightned to a pitch more than ordinarily 
remarkable; which often tranſported her to ſuch Acts of 
Mercy and Oblivion, as made ſome apt to tax the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment with exceſs therein ; there being not any 
thing more to be fear'd in it, than its roo much Mildneſs and 
Clemency. But thereby ſhe ſhew'd her better Skill and ſin- 
gular Talent in the prudent Managery of this Nation, in a 
way correſponding . with their Genius , which may be led 
by ſuch a gentle Method, but can't be driven by an harſher 
Treatment. This, I am perſwaded, made more Friends, the 
other might have procur'd more Enemies to the preſent Go- 
vernment. 

For that Governmeat which is founded in Blood and Vio- 
lence, can be neither fate nor laſting. But Gentleneſs and 
Moderation are a firmer Foundation, as being moſt agreea- 
ble to the Evangelical Diſpenſation ; and conſequently moſt 
capable of Divine BenediCtion, and alſo to the People, an 
eaſier Yoke, and a lighter Burden. 

What ſtrong Cathartic do often endanger, Conſerves and 
_ Electuaries ſeldom fail to preſerve, Theſe co-operate gent- 
ly with the Faculties of Nature ; but thoſe by their rapid 
Convulfions tear the Bowels, and are apt to put the whole 
Frame into diſorder. 

Their Majeſties therefore , being no ſuch rough and re- 
ſolute Phyſicians, had learnt the Arr of Curing the Diſeaſes 
of the Body Politick , from a more skilful Maſter, even 
trom him who has taught us, That as Wine is to be pour'd 
into the wound to ſearch, ſo Oyl is alſo neceſlary to ſupple; 
both 
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both fometimes expedient to effet the Cure. Thus the 
Aﬀections of Male-contents and Delinquents have been 
courted over to a better mind, by methods of Mildneſs 
and Pardon, rather than by the force of the Secular Arms, 
or rigorous Execution of Laws. 


When Antoninus Pius was once by Aurelius charg'd for 0pus de 
the like remiſneſs and lenity, he reply'd, That he bad rather "191916 


= . : mundi, in 
ſave one Citizen of Rome, than kill a thouſand enemies, We vits Ant. 


know who has done the latter, many times over, with greats * 
eſt Courage and Bravery, whilſt he made Acts of Indempni- 
ty the Vehicle of Grace and Obligation to all his Dome- 
{tick Foes. 

It is a Mark of no ordinary Goodneſs , when hurt, to be 
able to forgive ; nor any little Glory to put up Injuries, to 
pardon  Provocations, that deſerve the ſevereſt Penalty. 
Such Clemency, ſuch Tenderneſs ia Princes makes them 
look the moſt like to the Moſt High, moſt reſemble Him, 
whom they repreſent, and whoſe moſt glorious Attribute is, 
To have Mercy and to Forgive : and not only caſt a glori- 
ous Luſtre round about , attrafting the Eyes and Hearts of 
other Men, but it reflefts chearful and folacing Gleams of 
Glory on Majeſty it ſelf. In a word ; This Grace, being the 
moſt excellent and perfect A of Charity , inſpires Kings 
and Queens with a Greatneſs and Goodneſs of Mind, equal 
to their high Stations, and fit for God's Vicegerents ; in 
whom certainly nothing is more admirable than a generous 
Goodneſs and Clemency, even towards great Enemies and 
Offenders, ſo far as is conſiſtent with the Publick Safe- 


Againſt what hath been faid under this Head, there may 
perhaps be one: Objeion, made in favour of ſome Perſons, 
unhappily fallen under hard meaſures, ſince this great Re- 
volution. 

In Anſwer to that; let the Neceffities of mee” 
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the indiſpenſable Obligation of executing Laws ( the Diſpen- 
ſing Power being at this time of day out of doors ) be du- 
ly and impartially weighed ; and Reaſons enough will ap- 
pear to vindicate their Majeſtie's Proceeding, and to con- 
vince any unprejudiced Mind concerning their great un- 
willingneſs therein. The truth is,the Queen had ſuch a quick 
ſenſe of Men's Sufferings of any kind, that in giving them 
eaſe, ſhe took a ſpecial Complacence ; but to find herſelf 
ſometimes ſtraightned, or dilable of that , by ſome untfor- 
tunate Impediment in the Obje&, ſhe accounted one of her 
greateſt Infelicities. The Malice and Ingratitude - of Men 
were not able to obſtruct the flowings of her Love; ſhe 
overlook'd Injuries, pitied Folly, and overcame Evil with 
Good. Is it any wonder then, that ſuch a Perſon as this 
was reverenc'd and admir'd, and counted, the Darling of 
Mankind ? This inward Goodneſs, this compaſlionate Be- 
nignity of Spirit reflefted a graceful Air upon all ſhe ſaid 
and did ; and now renders her Memory precious and grate- 
ful ro Poſterity, making it lovely , and continue like the 
Perfumes in their Aſhes, uncorrupted in the midſt of Cor. 
ruption. 


Having thus gone thro' my three firſt Propoſitions, ſhould 
I here enter upon the Conſideration of her other Vertues 
and Accompliſhments, Time would fail me before I could 
arrive to a full Period. I ſhall therefore only crave your 
patience would give me leave, juſt to touch her Loyalty 
to the King, and her admirable Reſignation at Death. 

To compleat the Parallel between the vertuous Woman 
in the Proverbs, and this Royal Princeſs, ( who rather ex- 
cell'd the other in 'all the PerfeQtions of an accompliſh'd, 
good Chriſtian ;) *Tis ſaid, The beart of her huband doth 
ſafely truſt in her ; ſo that he ſhall have no need of ſpoil. 
She will do him good, and not evil all the days of her - 
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The Application of all which' was not impertinent to this, 
Royal Perſon; who, to a Punctilio, diſcharg'd the Duty 
of a moſt Loyal Wife. So tender was ſhe of the King's 
Perſon, ſo juſt to his Intereſt, ſo faithful to his Secrets 
committed to her Breaſt, and ſo ſenſibly concerned for all 
his Afﬀairs, that it may be truly ſaid of Her, Many Women 
have done vertuouſly, but Thou excelleſt them all. 

Her Patience and Reſignation in Death, was of the ſame 
Stamp with her other Graces and Vertues. Crowns and 
Dominions are ſuch tempting things, as make Men aſpire 
after with greateſt vigour and intenſneſs of Mind ; and 
which, when got, are retain'd and graſp'd with that obſtinacy 
and tenaciouſneſs, that Men generally expreſs as great re- 
lutance and regret at parting with them ; and will not let 
loſe their hold, even at the Summons of Death, without 
the ſharpeſt Confli&t and Violence. But here was a Crown 
laid down with the fame Indifference it had, at firft , been 
taken up. The Commutration for van immortal One, was 
the chief Aim of her Care and Ambition. Her Converſa- 
tion having been ſo long in Heaven, that her lively Hopes 
and conſtant ExpeCtance, I had almoſt faid Fruition, of thoſe 
raviſhing Joys and Glories above, had long fince unlac'd 
and wean'd her Mind from the Pleaſures and Embraces of 
Senſual Enjoyments. Her Thoughts were fix'd there, her 
Deſires always aſcending thither, where full and endleſs fa- 
tisfaction is to be found. So that neither the Charms of 
this World could arreſt her Afﬀe&tions , nor its Frowns di- 
ſturb her Fears : She was not taken with its Applauſe, nor 
youre at the leaving of it, She was morally dead before 

e died, and paid that Debt to Nature. To die well is the 
Reſult of 'a well-ſpent Life ; but to die without being ſick is 
the ſpecial Favour of God , which he vouchſafed to this his 
peculiar Favourite, whoſe precious Soul, in a fingle Sigh, 
ſtep'd over into the other World. a 
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All that now remains, is to improve and apply what 
hath been deliver'd, to our Preſent purpoſe. The Deſign 
of this Diſcourſe is, Firſt, To poſſels you with due Sence 
of our preſent Loſs: Secondly, To excite you to a vigorous 
Imitation of this excellent Example. 


Firſt, The main Deſign of this Diſcourſe is , to poſſeſs 
you with due Sence of our Loſs in the Perſon of this ex- 
cellent Princeſs. The true Standard , whereby we are to 
meaſure the Loſs of any thing, muſt be taken from, either 
the Benefit we might have reap'd by it, or the Detriment 
conſequential to the Deprivation of it. By * both theſe 
Ways, we ſhall come, to underſtand the Nature of our pre- 
ſent Los. 

As to the Benefits, we might have reap'd by this excel- 
lent Princeſs, we can eaſily conjecture at them, partly by 
thoſe which we have already receiv'd by her; to whoſe, 
and his Majeſty's wiſe Providence, under God, we owe the 
free Enjoyment of our Religion and Civil Properties. And 
partly, by thoſe incomparable Qualifications for the doing 
of Good, ſhe was endued with, and which I have been de- 
— to you. What glorious Advantages ſhould we have 
enjoy'd under her Government, if ſhe had liv'd to the ut- 
moſt Period of Nature, and done all the Good we could 
have hop'd from her 2 How much Good might a Perſon, fo 
qualified as ſhe was, ſo diſposd, ſo reſolv'd , fo indefatiga- 
ble in Buſineſs, we can, not uneafily, judge , by what the 
has done? How much more Good might , and would ſhe 
have done, had ſhe livd to the full Age of a Man? But to 
be taken off, at Two or Three and Thirty, in the Flower 


of her in the beginning of her doing Good to theſe 
10s, when ſhe might have liv'd at laft as long again, 
(& it had plead God to have fpar'd her to us) to goon in 
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doing as ſhe did ; the Thought of this hath much pain , 
much uneafineſs in it : who is able to bear the weight of 
it ? 

As for the other way of diſcovering the Nature of our 
Loſs, the Detriment that may follow the Death of ſo ex» 
cellent a Magiſtrate, ( I pray God we incur none ) is yet 
an Embryo 1n the Womb of Time : we are much at a loſs 
in our Gueſles of what that may be. 

This I am ſure of, that tho' the good God, who never 
doth any thiog ill, intended this immature Fall for her gain, 
whom he has taken to himſelf; and whom he has taken 
at that time, which doubtleſs ſuited beſt to her Circumſtan- 
ces, tho' ſome cannot diſcern it, who conſider not, That 


the righteous is taken away from the evil to come : yet Our nai.go.r, 


Loſs 1s great and irrepairable ; and therefore we have juſt 
Cauſe to grieve for our ſelves, and for the Church ; who 
are depriv'd of the Benefits of ſuch a Queen: how much 
more, ſince for ought we know, the is taken away for our 
ſins? ſince for ought we know, it is becauſe the Age was 
not worthy of ſuch a Bleſſing? Since for ought we know, 'tis 
in order to ſome Judgment , which will come the {ooner , 
ſeeing ſhe, who ſtood in the Gap, is gone, when we have 
filled up the meaſure of our Iniquities, which God Almighty 
never fails to puniſh. 

This Conſideration muſt needs affe&t us with deep ſence 
of our Loſs. O ! how ſhall the Engliſh World , this Mo» 
therleſs Land, weep Elegies enough to condole the un- 
timely Fall of 7his Royal Cedar, This Light of our Eyes, 
This Breath of our Noſtrils , This Anointed of the Lord; 
of whom, we ſaid, under her wings we ſhall be ſafe ! If, 


as St. Paul ſpeaks, for a good man, ſome would even dare rom..s 7- 


to die ; who would not have died for her, who was worth 
ten thouſands of the People? O! that our Sighs and 
Tears could reverſe the irreverſible Sentence, and .re- 
prieve 
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prieve her to Life again! but, alas! that were an impoſlt- 
ble thing, and unlawful for us even to attempt, All that 
we can do, in this caſe, is, to pay our juſt Tribute af Sor- 
row to her Sacred Memory, and take up David's Lamenta- 
tion over Saul, and over Jonathan his Son : The Beauty of 
Iſrael is gone ; how is the mighty fallen 2 Tell it not in Gath, 
publiſh it not in the ſtreets of Askelon , the Enemies Cities 
and Countries; leſt the daughters of the Philiſtines rejoyce 5 
leſt the Daughters of uncircumcis'd Papiſts triumph. 7e 
daughters of lirael weep over your Nurſing Mother, who 
clothed you in Scarlet, with other delights : who put on Orna- 
ments of Gold upon your Apparel. 

Methinks I hear the valiant Fo/þua, that Heroick Prince, 
who has fo often fac'd the King of Terrour, without a 
frightful Thought, as if he knew no ſuch Paſſion as Fear. 
Methinks I hear him mourning in ſecret, ſighing out his 
tender Aﬀections in ſuch ſorrowful Expreſſions, as thoſe of 
the Royal Prophet ; / am diſtreſſed for Thee, my dear Con: 
ſort ; very pleaſant haſt Thou been unto me : Thy Love to me 
as ow {xr paſſing the Love of Women, &c. May the 
God of all Conſolation buoy up his drooping Spirit , under 
the weight and load of ſo much griet : and continue him 
many and many years, to be be the Folſtern Father of this 
Church, the Defender of the Faith, and the Bulwark of 
this Nation ; and together with him, thoſe Royal Branches 
in whom we have a tarther Proſpe& of a Proteſtant Succe(- 
ſion, and an Happineſs to come. Which Conſideration 
ſerves particularly to ſet here bounds and ſhores to ourGrief 
and Lamentation. 


Secondly, Another Deſign of this Diſcourſe is, to excite 
you, and my ſelf to a vigorous Imitation of this excellent 
Example. A good Example is of very great advantage to 
Religion ; and no leſs uſeful and beneficial ro all Men that 
would be Religious. + Example 
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Example is of ſo great Advantage to Religion , that 
-it is the very Life of it; wherein Religion appears in its 
native Complexion , and real Features : whereas the moſt 
Learned Diſcourſes do but varniſh it over with dead Co- 
lours. 

Example alſo is no leſs uſeful and beneficial to all that 
would be Religious : It points out the viſible way , how 
they may beceme ſo ; gives us the beſt aſſurance , that ei- 
ther the Nature of the thing is .capable of, or our (elves 
can rationally deſire, of the Reality and Excellence of Reli- 
gion : walks before us in all the Ways of Wiſdom, ſhew- 
ing us, that there are no Difficulties therein, but what may 
be conquer'd by Diligence and ſincere Endeavour : and fo 
016k wa and encourages us to: tread 1n its Steps, and follow 
its Tract. | 

From hence its evident, that a good Example is the 
moſt convincing, inſtructive Argument in the World; and 
of far more efficacy than any Precept or Counſel,” as has 
been prov'd above, Theſe are made up only of Words and 
Notions, which are but aireal and intelluQtual; and there- 
fore often prove flat and fruitleſs : whereas That is a ſub. 
ſtantial, demonſtrative Guide, that convinces Mankind that 
Vertue is both practicable and truly dehghtſome : Theſe 
are but artificial Deſcriptions. of it, reſembling the dark 
Shade and languid Colours of the Picture : But That is 
the very Piure or Image of God animated, and moſt ad- 
vantageouſly expos'd to Publick view,or the Original,breath- 
ing in the Lite of Man, and walking upon the Stage in its 
lovely Charms and Attractions. 

To afliſt.us theo in our Chriſtian Race, we would do well 
to ſet always.before us the beſt and. moſt excellent Exam- 
ples, which are thus uſeful and advantageous. Among all 
the Modera Examples, what can be propos'd fo adequate 
to the Chriſtian Life, fo attractive and cogent to us, as = 
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Life of this moſt Chriſtian Queen > which ſeems to be en- 
tirely compos'd of thoſe Celeſtial Vertues that are- the pro- 
per Graces and Ornaments of a Godlike Soul. Surely we 
can't reſiſt its force, and the mighty ſway of its Authority, 
or undervalue and forget it, without the greateſt difficulty 
2nd prodigy of Ingratitude : efpecically it we reflect on all 
that Good which was in her ,- and all that Good © which we 
have received by her means. Unleſs we are reſolv'd. to 
prove forgetful and ungrateful, we can't but acknowledge it 
with protound Reſpect of Praiſe and Eſteem, Now the 
beſt Reſpect of Praiſe and Eſteem, and the higheſt Venera- 
tion we can poſlibly expreſs to her ſacred Worth, is this, to 
tranſcribe the fair Copy ſhe has left with us ; and by That, 
rule our Lives : It's left with. us, yea, it is recommended to 
us by all the Endearments imaginable. Our Imitation of it 
is both ſafe and warrantable from Scripture. The Author 
to the Hebrews tells us, That we ſhould be folowers of them, 
who thro' faith and pon inherit the promiſe. And again, 
we muſt remember them, which have the Rule over us, 


. and their Faith follow, conſidering the end of their Conver- 


ſation ;#. e. when they are dead; and:gone, we are ſhll- to 
remember them, their Works and-Converſations, ſo as to 
endeavour the Imitation of them, to follow their Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, their Sanity and Goodneſs. 

If we chance to. diſcern any little Blemiſhes in them, 
(for who is free from Faults and ImperfeQions in this imper-. 
te ſtate ?) them we muſt paſs by ; Charity obliges us to 
cover and forget them. We are tobe followers of all goed 
Men, only ſo far, as they were of Chriſt , that perfe& and: 
compleat Pattern of Holineſs , Juſtice , and Temperance, 


x Pet-2.22- who did np fin, neither was guile found in his month. 
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To ſhut up all : EE 
. Let us, as many of us as love Religion, our Souls, and 
this late Patroneſs of Vertue, follow her ſingular Piety, and 
unafte&ed Goodneſs. Let's follow her conſtant and regular 
Devotions towards God. Let's follow her exa@t and uni- 
form Self-government, according to all the Rules of Tem- 
perance and Sobriety. Let's follow her innocent and can- 
did, her free and ingenuous Converſation amongſt Men. ; 
which was neither vain nor morolſe, neither haughty nor 
ſordid, but equally pois'd between all extremes. Let's imi- 
tate her impartial Diſtribution of Juſtice. Let's imitate her 
humble and meek Temper , which abhord Aﬀectation and 
Vain-glory. Let's imitate her charitable and compaſſionate 
Diſpoſition, which was without Noiſe and Reſpect of Per- 
ſons. Laſtly, and to crown all our imitations, let us en- 
deavour to imitate the admirable Patience of this calm and 
ſerene Soul, under all the Terrours and Agonies of Death, 
which a Conſcience void of Offence will obtain. 

This will lead us thro! the Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all 
the Paths of Peace; and at laſt waft us over to a more de- 
lightfome Country. Where we ſhalt again ſee and enjoy 
the ſweet Society of all Holy Men and Women that are de- 
parted this Life in the true Faith and Fear of God's Holy 
Name, and gone before us into the Manſions of Eternal Bliſs ; 


we ſhall enjoy them without the apprehenſion or danger of 


ever parting ; and we ſhall be unſpeakably happy in each 0. 
ther's Embraces. Where we ſhall behold our Bleſſed Savi- 
our, the Founder of our Faith, and the Author of our E- 
ternal Redemption : we ſhall, not only behold him in all his 
Glory, but enjoy the utmoſt EffeRs of his infinite Love, 
and live with him for ever, in his heavenly Habitation : 
where dwells an undiſturbed Peace, and overflowing Plen- 


ty : where neither Diſeaſes approach the Body, nor Vices 


have acceſs to the Mind, nor Guilt does ſtain the Soul : 


where-- 


4A SermpiPreachd, &C. 


where ſhall be Life without fear of Death, and Joys with- 
aut mixture of Sorrow, without Allay, and without End. 
To which happy Manſion. God of his Infinite Mercy, 

bring us all in his good . Time, thro' Jeſus 


and Goodneſs. 
Chriſt our Lord, 
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